
Michigan History Themes The Hopewell

How to Make a Hopewell Indian Burial Mound

Items Needed:
Green felt
Birdseed
Three plastic bowls of the same size
Popsicle sticks
Green pompom balls (handful)
Quarter coin holders (3-4)
Pebbles
Sand
A box
Glue
Scissors

Instructions:
1. Coat bowl with glue and spread evenly.

2. Put birdseed in another bowl.

3. Put bowls together and shake so seeds stick to the bowl with glue.  Do this same step with the other bowl.

4. Fill the bottom of one of the bowls with sand.  This will be the bottom of the mound.

5. Assemble pebbles in a circle around the sand.

6. Color the quarter coin holders to look like logs and place on top of sand, inside the pebbles.

7. Using the pompoms and popsicle sticks make trees (about 2-3).

8.	 Cut	out	a	hole	in	the	box	big	enough	to	fit	the	bowl,	but	not	too	big	
that the bowl falls through.

9. Glue the green felt around the box remembering to cut out the hole 
where the bowl will be placed.

10.   Glue the green felt on the bowl WITHOUT all of the stuff in it.  This 
will be the top of the mound.

11.    Using a knife cut a slot on the box and glue the tree in the slot.  Repeat 
with every tree made. 

12.   Place the top of the mound on top of the bottom.  Every time you 
open up your mound you can see what it is like to be part of the Hopewell 
Indian tradition.


